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Established in 1947

Blackhawk Alpine Race Team

By: Justin Gottlieb

BART enters its 5" season of participation in the Wisconsin -lllinois -lowa Junior Alpine
Racing Association (WIJARA). We have seen incredible growth of the program in a
short time. The program has grown from 5 racers and a volunteer coach to a thriving
program of nearly 30 racers and 3 coaches. This coming year will see more changes
as the program adapts to its growth and popularity and the maturing of its racers.
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For the first time we will be introducing a Racing Development Program. Our oldest
racers began their skiing careers with gate and technique training at Blackhawk and
participation in an organized race at the end of the season. This is the goal of the De-
velopment Program. We hope to provide an organized program to teach younger
racers the technique needed to compete in the WIJARA league and serve as a feeder
program to BART.

As our racers mature and seek greater competition, several have started competing
in United States Ski Association (USSA) races. The Madison Alpine Race Team
(MART) is coached by Pat Slattery and competes in the USSA races. This year we
plan to assist our racers as they move on to the more competitive division by having
one of our BART ski coaches join the BART racers at Wednesday MART practices.
This BART/USSA program will continue the natural progression of the BART program
as we provide another opportunity for the competitive growth of our racers.

All the parents and racers wish to thank our dedicated coaches Jenny Dahlberg,
Mark Monkoski, Luke Bruckner, and Lou Reed. Last year BART had incredible suc-
cess by its individual racers and as a team. Collectively the racers earned enough
points to finish 6 M in the season-long WIJARA team competition. As one of the
smaller teams, our point total was

all the more impressive. The rac-
ersd successes ar
cation of the coaches and support

of the parents.

Blackhawk skiers and families
have become well known for their
enthusiastic support and cheering
for our racers. Itis great fun to
cheer for our racers as they leave
the starting gate and cross the fin-
ishing line. Teammates wait for
each racer to cross the finish line
with high fives, warm coats, and
warmer hugs. Next year promises
further successes, growth, and
FUN!
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Blackhawk Trails

Blackhawk Ski Club

A Message from President Mike Houston

Greetings new and returning members! This is my
first year as the club president.

Our former President, Pat Remington, joined the

Bl ackhawk board in the
about 5 years was nominated president, a position
he held for 10 year s.
dent our club membership grew from about 100
members to well over 500 members. We now
maintain a 501(c)(3) tax exempt status and our an-
nual budget is $200,000. Pat will be Past President
for the final year of his 3 -year term on the Board.
You will see Pat at Blackhawk often this season, usu-
ally on a pair of XC skate skis. Please thank Pat
when you see him.

We will be offering several new programs this sea-
son. The new X-Ploration Team will replace the
Third Flight program and will be coached by Kelley
Linnan, Blackhawk Ski School Director. The X -
Ploration Team is intended for those graduates of
Second Flight interested in exploring new types of
skiing and terrain. A typical X -Ploration Team skier
will be a graduate of Second Flight or have compa-
rable previous skiing experience. The event will
be different each week and will involve coaches
from our ski jumping, cross country skiing and al-
pine racing teams. Skiers will receive exposure to
modern freestyle techniques, ski racing and ski
jumping in their own alpine equipment. Team
members will also have opportunities to use Black-
hawk cross country ski equipment to learn basic
and intermediate technigues.

This season Kip Kopelke, Blackhawk ski jumping
coach, and former Olympian Dave Norby will be at
Blackhawk Saturday mornings to help Kelley Linnan
with the new X -Ploration Team and offer a new In-
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troduction to Ski Jumping class. Former Olympian
Kurt Stein leads the weekly practices for our travel-
ing ski jumping team. Ski Jumping is a fun sport to
watch up close and you will have opportunities to

jumps are covered with plastic mats to allow jump-
evenings. Check it out.

Louise Jones and Bill Rattunde are returning to
coach the middle school and high school cross
country team. Cross country skiing is a club sport
at many high schools and we provide coaching
staff, facilities with manufactured and regularly
groomed snow and a limited use of cross country
equipment.

Jenny Dahlberg, Luke Bruckner and Mark Mon-
koski will return again to lead the Blackhawk Al-

pine Race Team (BART). The BART team has three
levels available to meet the skier @ ability and inter-
est.

Our outreach program, led by coach Louise Jones,
provides an after school event for a group of Madi-
son middle school youth. Louise and club volun-
teers provide supervision both on and off skis. The
club provides administration, coaching, two school
buses and about 40 sets of cross country ski equip-
ment. This program is held during a weekday at
4:00 pm, which is a difficult time to recruit volun-
teers, so please consider volunteering. Skis are not
required.

I hope you enjoy your membership. Please contact
us with your questions, comments or concerns.

Mike Houston

Nordic News

By: Mark J. Torresani

There has been a significant effort related to a few
changes that most club members who venture off the
alpine slopes will notice. First off, a new trail has
been cut through the woods at the base of slope 6 to

connect Blackhawk and Pleasant View Ski trails. This
new trail bypasses areas that have been under water
since the great rains that occurred during the spring
of 2008. A big thanks goes to Pat Remington and
other club members for taking on this project and
obtaining the approvals to cross private property to
the east of Blackhawk. The trail is nearing completion

(Continued on pag@é)
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BlaCkh aWk BaSh Set The Chain Smokers Moun-
tain Bike Team was estab-

FOI‘ OCtObel’ 4th| lished in 1997 to provide

By: Sharon Hoffmann area cyclists with a club
focused on mountain bik-
Blackhawk members and friends are ing. The Chain Smokers
invited to Blakhavk Basbar & s have a broad range of
scheduled for Sunday, October 4 ™. This members, from serious
open house and annual fund raiser includes racers to first time recreational racers. We are unified by the
a ski jumping target competition, biathlon, common desire to promote the sport of mountain biking while
cross country all terrain ski race, mountain having a good time.
bi king demonstration, cookout , chil drends
games, raffle, Blackhawk apparel sales and Chain Smokers Mountain Bike Teamds
booths from local area sporting good stores participation in the sport of mountain biking by attracting a
Se”ing equipment. Each year more than sustainable membership that possesses diverse talents such
500 members and friends attend. More as riding, racing, spectating, and developing trails. Through
details about the Bash will be sent out via this community of like -minded individuals, Chain Smokers
email and posted on the website. provides a social environment for members to exchange

ideas, support each other and promote the sport.
Funds raised during the day benefit

Blackhawk youth programs. To donate The Chain Smokers team greatly appreciates the opportunity

items to the raffle or to become a corporate to use the Blackhawk trails during the summer months. We

sponsor of the event, send an email to have had a productive year with a lot of trail improvements

Christine  Gessner at bash@blackhawk and plenty of hours of mountain bi
skiclub.org. (Continued on pags)

BART Ki dbés Corner

By: Jeremy Gottlieb

| have been skiing with Blackhawk Alpine
Race Team (BART) since the 20042005 season,
and | have had lots of fun. BART started with
only five skiers, and none of us knew how to
go around gates. That first year we practiced
two times a week, and finished the year with
one fun race at Tyrol. The next year we began
to race with the WIJARA league. Each year
more and more kids joined, and | have made
new friendships. The great coaching that
Blackhawk has shown to all of the kids who go
through the program has helped everyone
reach their skiing goals.

This was the first season that BART had skiers go to the Junior Olympics in Colorado. | was proud to be part of
that group. With every year our skiers are improving and a number of kids have also joined the local USSA ski
team, Madison Alpine Race Team (MART), because Blackhawk gave those kids the skills and passion for skiing
which is required for the higher level of competition.

Every week BART has two practices, and we participate in five WIJARA races. As a MART skier | train three
days a week. However, | still practice with the Blackhawk team on one of the days because of the great coach-
ing and friendships | have made over the years. | look forward to seeing where the BART program will go and
the success of my skier friends. BART is not only great ski team, but a great family.



