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Blackhawkôs Winter Carnival 

Established in 1947 

From Hippy Sticks to Burley Boots ð 
The Telemark Revolution  
By: Steve Loukin 

Modern telemark skiing has come a long 

way from the days of long, narrow "hippy 

sticks" and Peruvian "pinhead hats".  We 

now ski on fat shaped skis, with boots as 

burley as those of our alpine bro's, and 

have mostly replaced our pinhead hats 

with helmets.   The technique itself is no 

longer a flailing act of on -snow survival, 

but instead employs balance, edging, ro-

tation and pressure blend-

ing identical to modern 

alpine skiing, with the ad-

dition of ski separation 

movements necessary to 

load the tips of our heel-

less skis for maximum per-

formance on piste and rock 

solid stability off 

piste.  This all combines 

into a skiing style that once 

learned is quite dynamic 

and graceful.  Although the 

technique and equipment 

have modernized radi-

cally, what thankfully has 

been preserved from our 

Bohemian origins is a great 

sense of what skiing is all 

about: love of the out-

doors, sharing good times 

with our snow sliding brethren, and just 

plain fun. òTeleó skiers are a common 

sight at Blackhawk; some still holding 

their òhippy sticksó and leather boots near 

and dear, while others have joined the 

evolution and revolution of òteleó gear 

and technique that parallels the alpine 

scene.  Both types of òteleó skiers, rang-

ing from beginners to experts, gather for 

Telemark Night at Blackhawk Ski Club on 

Wednesday nights at the West chalet, 

starting at 6:30 p.m.  All òteleó skiers are 

welcome.  Itõs a great place to learn, im-

prove your technique, join in the camara-

derie, show off your òhippy sticksó, or just 

ski!  If you would like more information 

about òtele nightó contact Jana Stewart at: 

jana.stewart@gmail.com.  
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Dear Members:  

 

I just spent another typical week at Blackhawk. The 

Clubõs Board of Directors met on Monday to review 

our programs, coordinate volunteer efforts, and 

plan for the upcoming annual meeting. Itõs amazing 

what a small group of dedicated volunteers can ac-

complishñin particular, Dan Osborne who is the 

clubõs most talented, dedicated, and valued volun-

teer. Thanks Dan!  

 

On Tuesday I watched in disbelief as dozens of 

young kids raced down Hill #6 ñcarving their skis 

as easily as only Olympic racers used to be able to 

do. And on Wednesday I could hardly find a seat in 

the East chalet as coach Slattery showed his older 

alpine racers how to stay low and on their edge 

from turn to turn.  

 

That same night I saw about 20 middle and high 

school cross country skiers skating up and down 

the hills with ease and playing freeze tag with their 

MadNorSki coaches. The cross country trails have 

been in perfect shape most of the year, with the 

help of the clubõs new snowmobile and groomerñ

thanks to the generous contributions of Don Becker, 

Jon Wolff, and my Mom, Sue Remington.   

 

On Thursday, my wife, Kate, and I helped Louise 

Jones and her volunteers, Molly and Amanda, teach 

kids from Falk and Glendale elementary schools 

how to cross country ski. Walter Meanwell showed 

up tooébut the kids ended up showing him a thing 

or two about the sport.  

 

Last Friday I stopped by the West Chalet just as the 

Steak Fry was getting underway. Pete Lemberger 

was starting to grill the steaks and families with 

young kids were arriving by the car load with food 

and drink to share. Later that night a few close 

friends met at the East Chalet to help me celebrate  

my birthday...one of the best parties ever!  

 

 

I came out again on Saturday morning and saw our 

ski school director Kelley Linnan orchestrate the 1 st 

and 2nd Flight Programs. The terrain that Don Wylie 

had added on Hills #1 and #2 were like magnets 

drawing kids to test their mettle and balance. That 

day I was able to cross country ski all the way to 

Pleasant View golf course, thanks to Dan Erdman 

for letting the club develop a trail across his prop-

erty.   

 

The week ended on Sunday, when I watched the 

annual Blackhawk Ski Club Jumping Tournament. I 

saw some kids, like Will Schott, fly almost 200 feet 

on the big jump and the Hoffmann kids jumping 

with eyes wide open and smiling from cheek -to-

cheek. Stan DuRose, now in his mid -80s, came out 

to watch with pride as his dream from 60 years ago 

continues to come true.  

 

I started coming out to Blackhawk as a kid in the 

1960s, doing a little ski jumping but mostly spend-

ing nearly every weekend day skiing with my Dad, 

Mom, brothers and sister trying new tricks on my 

alpine skis. After returning to Madison in the late 

1980s, I joined with my family and we too came out 

to ski nearly every weekend. All four of our kids 

learned how to ski or snowboard at the club and 

now we spend our vacations skiing together.  

 

This is my last letter as the clubõs president. Mike 

Houston is President -Elect and will be taking office 

this spring. The clubõs in great hands with an active 

Board of Directors and hundreds of dedicated vol-

unteers. Thanks to all of you who have helped make 

Blackhawk such an amazing place. There is not a 

better place to spend a week in the winter in Wis-

consin.  

 

Pat Remington, Club President  

 

 

A Message from President Pat Remington  
Just Another Typical Week at Blackhawk  

Blackhawkôs Winter Carnival 
By: Deb Peterson 

 

Please come to the Winter Carnival beginning at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 15 .  It is a potluck with mem-
bers bringing a dish to pass.  If your last name begins with A -M, please bring a salad or side dish...N -Z please 

bring a dessert.  All members should bring your own beverages.  If anyone wants to volunteer for the games, 

set-up and/or clean -up they can contact Deb Peterson at 831 -4876 or jlpmailbag@tds.net.  



 

 

More than 600 members and friends attended 

the Blackhawk Bash held on Sunday, September 

28, 2008.  

 

The weather was great for our annual open 

house and fund raiser.  Those who attended had 

fun watching and participating in the ski jumping 

tournament, kids' mountain bike race, cross 

country all terrain ski race, biathlon, Nordic 

combined race and kids' games. Sporting goods 

stores were present selling new and used gear. 

Funds raised through the raffle and apparel sales 

benefitted Blackhawk youth and disadvantaged 

youth programs.    

 

Blackhawk would like to thank all of the 

volunteers and donors who made the day 

possible.   

 

 

Blackhawk Bash ñ  Attended by 600 Members and Friends  
By:  Sharon Hoffmann 

 

Annual Steak Fry a Success!  
By:  Deb Peterson 

 

 

THANKS  to everyone who helped out with the annual Steak 

Fry, including Lemke (master griller/organizer), Ken Barmose, 

Rita McCovern and Anna Marie Banas, all exceptional volunteers 

who made the annual Steak Fry a huge success.  A good time was 

had by all!  
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Thank You to Sponsors  

of the 2008  

Blackhawk Bash  

 
Play It Again Sports  

Culver's  

Cannondale Sports Group  

Park Bank 

Physicians Plus 

Becker Law Office  

Grant Communications  

Austin Ragotzkie  

Barry Optical  

Budweiser  

Concourse Hotel  

Costco 

Fiskars Brands 

Food Fight  

Full Compass  

Harbor Athletic  

Les Moise 

Marigold Kitchen & Hurley Family  

OõRourke/McCarthy Family 

Oscar Mayer & Buettner Family  

Prairie Cafe  

Swim West 

Team Swim Fast & Charlson Family  

Triggõs Foods-The Cellar & Gessner Family  

Tyrol Basin  


